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Chairman Shays to Hold March 14 Hearing on  
Building Iraqi Security Forces 
  

 (Washington, DC) -- Congressman Christopher Shays (R-CT), Chairman of the  
Subcommittee on National Security, Emerging Threats, and International Relations, will  
convene an oversight hearing to examine the plans for creating Iraqi security forces 
capable of assuming the internal security mission from Coalition troops. 
 
           The hearing on March 14 will assess current strategies for training and equipping 
Iraqi security forces to counter the insurgency and establish conditions for political and 
economic development.  Witnesses will also discuss challenges in transferring the 
internal security mission to Iraqi forces. 
 
 “This isn’t just a numbers game,” Shays said.  “As we saw from the performance 
of Iraqi security forces during the recent national assembly election, Iraqi leadership and 
motivation matter as much as police academy graduation rates.  We want to know the 
strategies in place to be sure Iraqi security forces will be sufficient in both quantity and 
quality to take over the dangerous missions now being done by Coalition forces.” 
 
 The hearing, “Building Iraqi Security Forces”, is scheduled for Monday, 
March14, at 12:00 noon, in room 2154 Rayburn House Office Building in Washington, 
D.C. 
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WITNESS LIST 
 

Committee on Government Reform 
Subcommittee on National Security, Emerging Threats and International Relations 

 

March 14, 2005 
 

Building Iraqi Security Forces 
 

Panel I 
 

The Honorable Peter W. Rodman 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
International Security Affairs 

Department of Defense  
 

Lieutenant General Walter L. Sharp 
Director, Strategic Plans and Policy 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff 
 

Brigadier General Douglas Lute 
Director of Operations 
US Central Command 

(Invited) 
 

Representative 
Department of State 

 

Panel II 
 

Professor Anthony H. Cordesman 
Arleigh A. Burke Chair in Strategy 

Center for Strategic and International Studies 
 

Professor Kalev Sepp 
Professor 

Naval Post Graduate School 
 

Mr. Peter Khalil 
Former Coalition Provisional Authority Official 

The Brookings Institution 
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